Howden Church of England Infant School

Religious Education Policy

Roots to grow so L‘agef/le/‘— wzef/aum’s/z.

At Howden C o:f E Infant School, we live and learn togetherv and
look after one ancther as part of the family of God. We are deeply
rooted in the values of the Christian faith and experience the
kindness, respect and support that come with bei.ng connected in a
loving community. Together, our children are able to grow,
flourish and bear much fruit which they will take with them as
they travel through life and out into the wider world.

T am the vine, you are the branches. If you remain in me and Iin
you, you will bear much fruit.” John 15:5.

Rooted and grounded in love.” Ephesians 3:17.

Our school vision outlines cur hcpe that our children will '9Pow, flcuhish
and bear much fhuit which theg will take with them as theg travel
thrvcu.gh L'Lfe and out into the wider world’. These words have been at the
heart of all conversations had and all decisions made whilst creating and
ccmt'mual[g deve[cpmg our whole school curriculum, 'mclud'mg our
RengLous Education curriculum. It will he[p educate fcrv dlgnltg and
respect encouraging all to live well tcgetheh. Such an alolor”aac/l is oﬁ[er”ea/
f/lrvaug/l a commitment to generous ﬁasp[fa/[fy, bemg true to our
under*/o[nn[ngfa[fh, but with a a’eelo PeslaecffaP the [nfe_gm’fy afmf/lefv
r*e/[_giaus traditions (and worldviews) ana/faf* the rve/[_g[ausfr*eedmn afeac/t
person. //?e/[g[aus Education Statement qffnf[zf/emenf Febr”uarv_t/ 2019)

This poL'ch has been adopted bg the Governors in consultation with the
Executive Head teacher, RE su.bject leader and teach'mg staﬂ. It was

apphoved bg governars in Julg 2023 and will be reviewed in Julg 2026.



Introduction
At Howden Church of England Infant School, pupils and their families can

expect a hi.gh qu.o.litg Peliglcus education (RE) curriculum that is rich and

varied, eno.bl'mg learners to acqu,'Lrve a thor*ou.gh kn.owledge and
u.nd.er'sto,ndi.ng of a range offaiths and world views. We teach acccrr*d.ing to
the East Riding Agreed Syllabus. As a church school, the teaching of
Christianity is at the heart of our RE curriculum. Through the
Understanding Christianity resource, the use of an enquiry approach
engages with s'LgrLi.fi.carLt theclogico,[ concepts and the pu.p'Ll's own
u.nd.er'sto,ndi.ng of the world as part of their wider r*e['Lg'Lou.s ['Ltervo.cg.
Links with our school vision, and su.ppor*t f0r~ pu.pll's SPi.I"‘i.tU.G.I., moral,
social and cultural (SMSC) development are intrinsic to our RE curriculum
and have a significant impact on learners. We provide a wide range of
opportunities fcrrv learners to understand and to make links between the

bellefs, pPacthes and value sgstems of the range offo.iths and world views

studied.

Aims
As stated in the Church of England Statement of Entitlement for Religious

Education, our school aims ](crrv all pu.pi.[s:

« To know about and understand Chr%stlani.tg as a diverse glcbo.[ ['L\ri.ng
faith through the exploration of core beliefs using an approach that
critically engages with biblical text.

+ To gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and
worldviews o.pprvectatmg d.'wervs'ttg, ccntlnultg and change within the

Pe[Lchns and worldviews belng studied.

. To engage with cha[lengmg questicns of meo.nmg and purpose raised bg

human existence and exper“tence.

. To recognise the concept of Peligion and its continuing Lnﬂuence on
Britain's cultural her*'Ltage and in the lives of individuals and societies in
dLﬁevent times, cultures and places.

. To exp[orve their own Peligious, sp'Lrv'Ltu.al and phl[osophical ways of l'w'mg,
bel'Le\r'mg and thmklng.

Curriculum fcn Re[tgtous Education

RE is an academic subject that has a thh prvoflle in our school

curriculum. It is a prvi.or*'ttg fcrr* senior leaders, who ensure that the



teachmg, leo.r*n'Lrtg and resourcing of RE is ccmpar*able with other

CU.I"‘F“i.CU.I.U.m. SU.bJQCtS.

This means that the RE curriculum:

is intrinsic to the outworking of our distinctive Christian vision in
enabl'mg all pu.pi.ls to f[cru.r%sh. In addition, it contributes to British
values and to pu.p'Lls' sp'Lrv'LtU,o.L moral, social and cultural
de\re[crpment.

is delivered in an objective, critical and pluralistic manner to
engage and challenge all pupils through an exploration of core
concepts and questions. Lessons provide meaningful and informed
d'Lalogu,e with a range of Pellgtons and worldviews.

Peflects a 9ocrd, balance between the d'Lsc'Lpl'LrLes of theclcgg, philoscphg
and human science, to enable pupils to develop their religious
literacy®

*/?eliglaus L[L‘ervacy: He/p[ng children and young /oeo;o/e hold balanced
and We//-infa/*mea’ conversations about r*e/[_q[an and be/[ef. /@
Principles of a balanced curriculum in RE)

enables pu.p'Lls to acqulhe a rich, deep Iancw-ledge and u.rtd.ervsto.nd.i.ng
of Christian be['Lef and pPacthe, 'anlu.d'mg the ways in which it is
unique and diverse, whilst engaging with biblical texts and

theological ideas.

prvovldes oppcrvtu.nitles fOI‘“ pu.p'Lls to understand the role of
oundational texts, beliefs, rituals, an ractices an ow the e
d l bel ls, and p d how they help

to forvm Ldentltg in a range of rve['Lg'Lcms and worldviews.

supports the development of other curriculum areas and other
9enervo.[ educational abilities such as l'Ltervacg, empathg and the
abllttg to express thcughts, fee[tngs and pervscmal bellefs.

encompasses the full range of abilities to ensure that all flourish
academlcallg, using a wide range of teaching and learvntng
stnategtes which consider the task, outcome, resource, su.ppcrvt and
pupL[ 9r~oup'm9 as apprvcprviate to puplls' needs

oﬁer*s tasks that are age appropriate, chaHengLng and suﬁlclentlg
demo.nd.mg to stimulate and engage all pu.p'Lls, whilst extendmg the
most able and phchdLng suppcrvt ]torv those who need it.

ensures that all pu.p'Lls' contributions are valued in RE as theg draw

on their own exper*i.ences and bellefs


https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2018-03/Key%20principles%20of%20a%20balanced%20curriculum%20in%20RE_0.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2018-03/Key%20principles%20of%20a%20balanced%20curriculum%20in%20RE_0.pdf

Curriculum Balance and Time

Reﬂecting the school's trust deed or aco.demg fu.rtd'mg agreement parents
and pupils are entitled to expect that, in Church schools, Christianity
should be the majority religion studied in each year group and should be
at least 50% of curriculum time. Sufficient dedicated curriculum time,
meet'mg explici.tlg RE object'wes, however orvgo.ni.sed,, should be committed to
the de['wervg of RE. This should aim to be close to 10% but must be no less
than 5% in Keg Stage 1 and 2.

Time Allocation.

It is recommended that RE is to,u.ght for* a minimum of 36 hours per year
at Keg Stage One, and 45 hours per year at Keg Sto.ge Two (th'Ls Peflects 5%
- see above). In addition to this 5%, further enhancements are built into
the curriculum through visits, visitors and cross-curricular projects.

The time allocated for teaching RE at Howden Church of England Infant
School is:

EYFS planned within the EYFS Framework
KS1 1 hour per week

Scheme of Work
A detailed scheme of work is available fcrrv teachers and other interested
pecple o.lcmgsi.de this pollcg. It has been written in accordance with the

East R'Ld'mg Locallg Agheed Sy[[abu.s.

EYFS Themes emervglng fPom the EYFS Frvo.meworvla

KS1 Cl’\_r"'LSt'LG.n.'Lty, Judaism, Hindu Dharma and Humanism

Teachlng and learvn'mg

We recognise the 'meor“to,nce of teo.chlng RE in a creative, kncw[edge-mch,
broad and balanced way. Learning activities provide fully for the needs of
all pu.p'Lls, so that theg d.e\relop a wide range of skills 'anlu.d'mg enquiry,
analgsis, interpretation, evaluation and r*eflecticm. Theg prvovld.e
O'PPOT"tLLh.i.ti.eS to engage in meanlngful and 'Lnfcrvmed dtalogue with those of
all Peltgtons and worldviews.

RE lessons phovtde a safe space to exp[crve their own Peligtous, spthitual
and/or philcsophlcal ways o]t see'Lrlg, l'L\ri.ng and thlnkln.g, be[ie\r‘mg and
belcmg'mg.

Pupt[s exper%ence cppcrvtunttles to learn and express themselves thrvcugh an

enqutrg-based stgle oj: lear”n'mg bg:



o Posing and discussing 'big’ and challenging questions.

. Reo.d'mg and cr*'t’ci.co.llg ana[gslng texts.

. Intehpr*etlng 'Lnfor'mo.tlcm fr*om d.i.ffervent sources.

o Researching information for themselves in libraries and on
computers.

. L'Lsten'mg to and dlscu.ss'mg with the teacher and other pu,p'Lls.

+ Engaging in pair and group work.

o Explor“mg a range of media such as o,r*tefo.cts, p'Lctu.r*es, photogr*aphs,
music and drama.

o Experiencing visits and visitors.

. To.k'mg part in outdoor leo.rvn'mg.

o To.k'mg time fcrrv Peflectlcn.

Teo.ch'mg in RE cho.llenges sterveo{gpes, mi.s'mfcrrvmo,tlon and m'Lsccmcept'Lcms
about race, 9ender~ and r*e[i.gi.cm. Lessons seek to prvesent Pellglcns and world
views in all their richness and dLvePsLtg in terms of beliefs, traditions,
customs and lifestyle in a sensitive and accurate way in order to encourage
a positive attitude towards diversity. Questions, views, and opinions are
treated with sensitivity and respect.

Teo.ch'mg enables pu.pi.[s to gain scmethlng of pervsono.l value frvcm their stu.dg
of r*el'Lg'Lcu.s be[i.ef and pPacthe, fcr* exo.mple, the way that theg might o.pplg
insights gained from religious stories to their own lives.

Cross-curricular links

Cross curricular work is encouvaged, in line with the whole school
c,pprvoach to curriculum p[o.nn'mg and teach'mg and leo.rvn'mg. In response
to initial conversations around our school vision and priorities ](crrv our
pup'L[s, RE is ‘host su.bject' and thervefcrve the leeg curriculum driver fcrv our
Summer 1 Big Idea which has an T am a Courageous Advocate theme
across the whole school. Religious education supports the development of
9enera[ educational abilities such as l'Lter*acg, empathg and the o.b'Ll'LtLJ to
express thoughts, feel'mgs and pervscmo.[ be['Lefs. RE also makes a major
contribution to pu.p'Lls' SMSC development. It addresses issues which arise
in a range o:f subjects, such as Eng[tsh, art, hlstorvg, 9eoghaph3, music as

well as per*scmo,l, social and emotional education and ci.tlzenshlp.



Visits and visitors

We are able to visit plo.ces of Wcrvshi.p in the immediate vicinity of our local
area, as well as further afield in the East Riding, where faith leaders and
other members of the community are willing to meet with children and be
involved in the teaching of RE. We aim to use this valuable resource for all
classes. All pu.pi.ls have the opportunity to visit a pl.ace of WO’I’“Sh.i.P and
participate in the visit of a representative to their RE class.

The school has links with the foll.owi.ng plo.ces and wohshlp and therveforve.
children will have the opportunity to make the following visits during
their time at our school:

EYFS - Howden Minster
Year 1 - Hull Reform Jewish Synagogue
Year 2 - Hull Hindu Temple

Children in Years 1 and 2 alsoc have the opportunity to listen to and ask
questions of a visitor fr*om the 'Under*sto,nding Humanism’ organisation.

The RE su.bject leader su.ppcrrvts class teachers to organise these educational
visits.

Health and So.fetLJj

Health and so.fetg issues may arise in PengLous education on a number of

occasions ch exo.mp[e, when pu.pi.ls:
« Handle artefacts.
« Consume food.

e Visit p[o.ces of wcrvsh'Lp.

Teachers will ccmforvm to 9u'Ld.el'Lnes in the school's health and so.fetg poltcg
in these circumstances.

Role o;F the RE suinect leader

The subject leader will:
o Ensure that all pupils receive their legal entitlement of religious

education.

e Ensure RE provision Pef[ects the Church o;F Eng[and Statement o;F
Entitlement.

e Produce and r*egu.[ar‘lg review a su.bject pcllcg to ensure that it

remains up to date.


file:///C:/Volumes/REBECCA%20CCO/•https:/www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-02/RE%20Statement%20of%20Entitlement%20for%20Church%20Schools.pdf
file:///C:/Volumes/REBECCA%20CCO/•https:/www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-02/RE%20Statement%20of%20Entitlement%20for%20Church%20Schools.pdf

Ensure all teachers know what should be to.u.ght in r*e[‘Lg‘Lou.s
education, what resources are available, and what standards o:f
attainment are expected at the end of each Key Stage.

Monitor and review the me[ementation of pcllcg and units of work.
Monitor the quality and effectiveness of teaching and learning in RE
and pupils’ progress and standards.

Ensure there are rigorous assessment systems in plo.ce to enable
teachers and pu.p'L[s to gauge progress and attainment in RE.

Monitor, analyse and question RE assessments carried out by staff.
Liaise with the HT and Governors to feedback on the monitoring and
impact of RE across the school.

Su.ppcrrvt colleagu.es bg sho,rv'mg new ideas and pedo.gogy, to he[p de\relcp
their su.bject ccmftdence and expertise thrvou.gh CPD opportunities and
support sessions.

Seek opportunities to share eﬂ:ecti.\re practice lcrco.llg and rveg'Lcmo.Hg
and engage in pr*ofesslcmo.[ de\re[opment ch themselves and other sto.ff
members.

Oversee the RE budget and monitor RE resources to ensure they are
kept and stored rvespectfu,[lg and Pep[aced where necessary.

Ensure there is a school protocol, that covers safequarding
prvocedu.rves and a su.'Lto.b'Ll'LtLJ process, forv when visitors are invited
into RE lessons.

Matching Work to Pupils’ Needs

Our whole school pcllcg rvego,rVd'Lng pupL[s with special needs and
dlﬁehentiatlon, applies to RE. Teachers should be alert to the fact that some
children have specla[ and deep exper%ence of a Peligicn thrvough fo.m'ng

practice. This of course may not relate to their 9ener*o.l educational o.b'Ll'Ltg.

Assessment, Recorvd'mg and Repovtlng

Assessment in Peligicus education will:

Involve Ldentlfg'mg suitable opporvtunlties in schemes of work such as
Undehstandtng Chrvlstianitg.

Be d'mectlg related to the expectatlons oj: the East R'Ld'mg Lccallg
Agrveed Sgllabus.

Seek to 'Ldent'tfg develcpment in the dlﬁervent areas of learvn'mg in the
su.bject and not cnlg in the acquisition o]tfo.ctu.al knowledge.



. Recognlse the range o]( skills and attitudes which the su.bject seeks to
develop.

o Emp[og well d,efi.ned criteria fcrr* m.o.r*klng and assessment which
identify progress and achievement as well as effort, following the
school's marking policy.

o Include pupil self-assessment.

o Enable effective tracking of pupil progress to identify areas for
development in pupil's knowledge and understanding, as well as
whole school areas for development.

e Enable eﬁect'LV'e rveporvt'mg to po.rvents.

Monltorvmg. Evaluation and Review

We intend that this pcrllcg should crpervo.’ce fcr* the next three years, and
then be fully reviewed by all staff and governors. The subject leader’s role
includes monitoring and evaluation of this policy in practice. We maintain
a ‘self-evaluation’ of our RE work in preparation for any scrutiny.

Se[f—Evo.[u.o.t'LorL
The su,bject leader ](crrv RE will assess and review the su.bject's str*engths and

areas for~ dev'e[opment. This will be in line with SIAMS and OFSTED

guldance about se[f—evo,lu.o.tion and review.

Staﬁ tr*o.i.ning and CPD

All staﬁ have access to RE CPD in line with the subject leader's 'Ldentlfled
areas for development. This is either ‘in house” or through dioccesan

support. The RE subject leader also attends local network meetings.

RQSO'U_I"“QQS

We have a range of resources, to support our RE teachmg, that we continue
to develop. Religious education will be funded to enable a range of
resources on dtﬁerent Pellgions to be punchased, such as books for*
teachers, PU.Pi_l_S and the librvarvg; pcstervs, CDs, DVDs and ar”tefacts. The
school makes use of 9uidance material prvoduced bg the SACRE / Diocese.
Fund'mg will also allow, where posstble, visits to dlﬁehent places of Worvshtp
and phovlde INSET ]tcrrv staff. All resources will be l‘Lsted, stcred, be easilg
accessible and laept in 9ccrd. condition. Resource banks will be available for*
both staff and pu.p'tls on the major Peligions and world views as
apprvcprvlate. A Pegulah audit of resources takes place bg the RE subject

leader in order to update our collection.



Lega[ Reqbu.'Lr*em.ents

Rel‘Lg'Lou.s Education must be prvov'Ld,ed. for~ all rvegisterved pu.p'L[s in fu.ll time
education except those withdrawn at their parents’ request (or their own
request if aged 18 or over). (DfF Circular 1/ 9%, paragraphs 44 & 49 and
Non-Statutory Guidance 2010 page 28). The law relating to Religious
Education for~ PU.Pi.I.S who are not yet in keg stage 1is diﬁer*ent frvcm that
Pelating to su.bjects of the National Curriculum. As Rellgi.ou.s Education
must be to.u.ght to ‘all r*egister*ed. pu.pi.ls at the school’, it includes pu.p'Lls in
reception classes, but not those in nursery classes or play groups.

We note the Human Right of parents to withdraw their children from RE.
The school must complg with any request fhcm a parent to withdraw their
child and parents are not PequLPed to give their reasons for* wanting to do
so. However, in view of the importance placed on RE as a core subject in a
church school, we would hcpe that all children admitted will participate
fully in RE. We aim to provide an open curriculum which can be taught to

all pu.p'Lls, bg all staﬁ.

Teachers are asked to r~eferv to the Head of School any qu.estlcms fr*om
parents about withdrawals. We ask that and that anyone wishing to

withdraw their child would discuss this with the Head of School before

mo.kmg this decision.

Requ.ests fcrv full or PG.I"‘ti.G.l_ withdrawal fr*cm RE should be made in wMthg
to the head teacher and a record kept oj: them.

Date of validation............... Signed ...

Date of revVieW .. ..o S'Lgned ..........................................................
Chair of Governors






